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English 
Humanities 
Mathematics 
Science 
Physical Education 
Music 
Education Outdoors 
Languages (LOTE) and Learning Development (all students must do a full year of either 
Chinese, French or Japanese or Learning Development in Year 8)  

Electives are arranged on a semester basis on two optional lines.  
Unless there are special circumstances, these subjects will only be offered if a sufficient 
number of students opt for them.   
If students wish to study two languages (Chinese, French, Japanese) they are doing so for 
both semesters  
Other options are selected for one semester only and may only be selected once by any 
student. 

Students and their parents will select elective subjects online. All information about subjects 
will be available via the online subject selection process.  

All parents will be receiving a login. This login will allow them to enrol their child in the 
subjects that will engage them and further their learning. 

Students should ensure that they research their preferences by speaking with Heads of 
House, Heads of Department, subject teachers and other students. They can also speak with 
Mr Green or Ms Lillywhite. 

Mr Ben Green  Ms Sarah Lillywhite  
Head of Middle School Director of Curriculum Years 6-12 

ben.green@soc.tas.edu.au sarah.lillywhite@soc.tas.edu.au

mailto:ben.green@soc.tas.edu.au
mailto:sarah.lillywhite@soc.tas.edu.au
mailto:sarah.lillywhite@soc.tas.edu.au
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Head of Department – Mr Leigh Cordell  
leigh.cordell@soc.tas.edu.au or Ph: 6336 3372 

 

From chic to Champs-Elysées, from pâtisserie to le tour de France and from d’Entrecasteaux 

to impressionism, French culture has influenced the whole world by its fashion, art, food, 

history and language.  This is a full year course, designed to develop skills in spoken and 

written French through the culture of France.  There is equal emphasis given to the four 

macro skills of listening, speaking, reading comprehension and writing.  This elegant 

European language will be experienced through exploring the history, art, music, geography 

and cuisine of France. 

 

 

This full year course enables students to develop their 

skills in Japanese by extending their previously learned 

vocabulary, kanji and sentence patterns.  The main script 

focus will be that of katakana, which is used for foreign 

words borrowed into the Japanese language.  Students 

can explore the culture and contemporary lifestyles of 

Japan through food, sport, leisure activities, hobbies and 

school life.  They are encouraged to be aware of cultural 

differences and draw comparisons with their own culture.  

The accumulation of language and cultural awareness 

provides students with sufficient skills to confidently 

undertake a trip to Japan in future years and put their 

knowledge into practice.   

 

 

Building on the content of Year 7 Chinese, this full 

year Year 8 course enables students to deepen 

their understanding and usage of spoken and 

written Chinese (Mandarin).  Students will 

experience using the language in the context of 

real-life situations, including through topics such 

as family life, animals and pets, travel, sports, and 

school life.  Students will explore and develop 

knowledge of cultures and countries influenced by 

Chinese, and Chinese speaking communities, with 

a variety of authentic activities, including an optional excursion to Chinatown in Melbourne, 

where students will have a chance to put their language skills to use, ordering meals and 

asking questions of shopkeepers, along with a visit to the Chinese Museum.  

mailto:leigh.cordell@soc.tas.edu.au
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Head of Department – Ms Katy McGuinness 
katy.mcguinness@soc.tas.edu.au or Ph: 6336 3402 

 

 

This course will provide essential knowledge and skills to enable students to become ‘money 

smart’. This semester-based course aims to give students a strong start in earning, saving 

and spending money.  This course also builds on skills and knowledge taught across the 

curriculum. Possible areas of study include Earning - Why individuals work, types of work and 

how people derive an income; Saving - How to manage and control your earnings, through 

analysing different saving options; Spending - Preparing students for spending wisely and 

managing debt and credit in a competitive global environment.  Students will experience a 

range of learning approaches such as case studies, inquiry-based learning, interactive web-

based activities and guest speakers to enhance their level of understanding.  

 

Head of Department – Mr Stephen Dobson 
stephen.dobson@soc.tas.edu.au  Ph: 6336 3348 

 

 

 

Students in this course will be exposed to a safe and dynamic design environment. They will 

be shown new processes and traditional techniques and have the opportunity to experiment 

with various materials. This will build upon their understanding and learning gained in Year 7. 

During the course, students will be encouraged to use the design process to add their own 

personalised design elements to their projects using traditional hand skills and emerging 

CNC technologies. Over this semester-based course, students will produce a personal design 

folio that will display their skills in graphic communication and understanding of the design 

process. This elective encourages a hands on insight into the world of design through both a 

folio and practical work.  

 

 

This course will provide students the opportunity to improve their ICT general capability, 

acquire knowledge on computing related concepts and develop digital technologies process 

and production skills.  Students will explore many of the more powerful features available in 

applications for publishing, digital imaging, multimedia and data analysis.  Possible areas of 

study include how a computer works and how to build a computer; working with  

  

mailto:katy.mcguinness@soc.tas.edu.au
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spreadsheets and workbooks; programming, including coding with Mirco bit that is a tiny 

programmable hardware used to implement ideas in a fun and practical way! Throughout 

the semester, students will work through a number of small projects combining a variety of 

digital technologies, enabling students to acquire knowledge and skills in an integrated 

manner. 

 

 

The era of Mass Media is giving way to one driven by individuals and their use of digital 

technology.  A student's ability to communicate through creating products for an online 

world will be a fundamental skill in both the workplace and home.  This course will introduce 

skills and knowledge, critical to making successful media products, through inquiry-based 

projects.  It will focus on the applications and design processes for creating digital media.  

Possible areas of study include Idea Generation – Understanding strategies to develop 

imaginative and informative digital media products; Visual Design to Engage an Audience – 

Understanding how to design still and moving images to communicate effectively; Software 

Skill Development – Understanding how to transfer skills across different contexts/projects; 

File Management Skills – Understanding saving strategies and how to prepare products for 

publication.  Throughout the semester, students will work through a number of small 

projects, culminating in the production and screening of a short film.  Students undertaking 

this elective should be prepared for a challenging learning environment, in which they will be 

given the opportunity to develop both self- directed and collaborative learning skills. 

 

 

Learning in DigiTech focuses on developing understanding and skills in computational 

thinking such as decomposing problems and prototyping; and engaging students with a 

wider range of information systems as they broaden their experiences and involvement in 

national, regional and global activities. Students will have opportunities to create a range of 

digital solutions, such as interactive web applications or programmable multimedia assets or 

simulations of relationships between objects in the real world. Students will use structured 

data to model objects and events that shape the communities they actively engage with. 

When defining problems, students identify the key elements of the problems and the factors 

and constraints at play. They design increasingly complex algorithms that allow data to be 

manipulated automatically, and explore different ways of showing the relationship between 

data elements to help computation. Students will broaden their programming experiences to 

include general-purpose programming languages, and incorporate subprograms into their 

solutions. They predict and evaluate their developed and existing solutions, considering time, 

tasks, data and the safe and sustainable use of information systems, and anticipate any risks 

associated with the use or adoption of such systems. Students plan and manage individual 

and team projects with some autonomy. 
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This elective is a highly practical subject where the learning 

involves students planning, preparing and tasting a wide 

range of foods for everyday living.  Using the Australian 

Dietary Guidelines as a focus for their learning, students 

will prepare modern recipes with the focus on seasonal 

produce and current trends, and design solutions for 

healthy eating, along with modifying recipes to enhance 

health benefits.  Throughout the course students will 

develop an understanding of safe and hygienic work 

practices and effective use of time and resources. 

 

 

 

This elective offers students the opportunity to undertake a detailed exploration of creative 

uses of fabrics and to develop practical skills used in this field.  They will investigate the 

important role of textiles in daily life and understand the role of different textile fibres and 

fabrics.  This course will allow students to work collaboratively with Early Learning students 

to create a Monster Toy; explore the sustainability of fashion through sourcing pre-loved 

garments and turning them into something new; as well as designing and creating projects 

from the concept level to completion.   

** Students can select this course in both semesters. If this occurs, there will be the 

opportunity for students to negotiate learning projects with the teacher for semester 2.   

 

 

Head of Department – Mr Stephen King 
stephen.king@soc.tas.edu.au or Ph: 6336 3316 

 

 

This elective is designed for students who are interested 

in further exploring 2D modes of making art, including a 

variety of ways of painting, drawing and printing. Students 

will devise personal responses to project briefs and will 

develop their idea generation skills through 

experimentation and research into the work of 

contemporary artists, maintaining a journal of their 

progress. 

 

 

 

mailto:stephen.king@soc.tas.edu.au
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In this Art elective, extend your technical skills while exploring a range of mediums, you 

might never have used before. Expand your creative thinking by deciding for yourself how 

you would like to respond to project briefs. You will have the opportunity to work solo, and 

collaboratively. You can work with 2D and 3D materials. Projects are inquiry based, so there 

will be scope for you to experiment with different techniques and research the work of some 

interesting contemporary artists. You will develop problem solving skills as well as the 

confidence to create original artworks. The semester will culminate with you undertaking a 

self-directed project. 

 

 

This elective is for students (beginner or experienced) 

who would like to develop and refine skills and 

techniques used to create and present dance works.  

Students will be introduced to the study of dance as an 

artform and will explore the elements of dance through 

compositional and performance work.  Students will 

gain familiarity in dance terminology concepts and will 

have the opportunity to perform several dance works 

to an audience. 

 

 

This elective is for motivated and enthusiastic students who would like to begin working on 

more advanced performing and acting skills. Students will work within an ensemble and as a 

soloist, using various scripts, improvisation, and performance poetry. Students focus on stage 

skills that develop their ability to act with thought, honesty and feeling to begin to develop 

basic directorial and technical theatre skills. 

 

 

Do you want to be the next YouTube sensation? Then Film It! Is for you.  

 

This elective provides students with the skills to design and produce their own 

short videos as well as critiquing a range of film genres and video products. 

Creative decision-making and digital development skills are behind every website, 

movie, advertisement, audio snippet and graphic we see in our day-to-day and 

professional lives. Here’s your chance to become one of the creatives! 

 

No experience is necessary, just curiosity and enthusiasm. 
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This class is for students who wish to 

extend their musical knowledge and 

skills beyond the mandatory Year 8 

Music course. This class will be based 

around Performance-Based Learning 

where students develop their skills on 

their music instrument as a soloist 

and member of an ensemble/band. 

 

Students will gain experience in 

composition while looking at a 

variety of musical styles using various 

musical software. A variety of musical styles will be covered, and assignments/ 

compositions will be multi-levelled so that students with varying experience will be 

able to work together. Students are also required to perform with at least one of 

the College ensembles. 

 

 

Head of Department – Dr Anna Waites- 
anna.waites@soc.tas.edu.au or  Ph: 6336 3339 

 
Forensic Investigations  

 

This course teaches the foundational skills of 

crime scene investigation, such as collecting 

and analysing fingerprints, hairs, fibres and 

other evidence. The course culminates with 

students attending a mock crime scene where 

they collect extensive evidence and interview 

suspects.  They then use their problem-solving 

skills and forensic science techniques to solve 

the crime and to assemble sufficient proof to 

gain a conviction in a mock court.  This course 

will build on students’ science skills, problem-

solving ability and cooperative skills; the work 

is carried out in teams, but the final assessment 

is based on individual contribution.  

 

  

mailto:anna.waites@soc.tas.edu.au


  8 
Year 8 Curriculum Handbook 2023 

 

Head of Department – Mrs Louise Fitzgerald & Mrs Yvette Cassidy- 
louise.fitzgerald@soc.tas.edu.au , Yvette.cassidy@soc.tas.edu.au or  Ph: 6336 3438 

 

 

 

 

(Nominated students may choose this option in one or both semesters)  

This course is intended for students who require basic skill development in literacy. One-to-

one and small group assistance with reading, spelling, writing and comprehension will be 

provided and tailored to suit individual needs and learning styles. Assistance with 

organisation and time management will also be provided. 

 

 

(Nominated students may choose this option in one or both semesters) 

This course is intended for students who require basic skill development in numeracy and 

mathematics. One-to-one and small group assistance with numeracy skills is provided and 

tailored to suit individual needs and learning styles. Assistance with mathematics classwork, 

homework, and assignments is also available. 

mailto:louise.fitzgerald@soc.tas.edu.au
mailto:Yvette.cassidy@soc.tas.edu.au
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