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At Scotch Oakburn College: 

• the Australian Curriculum provides our curriculum framework; 

• a variety of programs and support structures differentiate and personalise learning, so our students 

achieve to their potential; 

• learning occurs in a range of contexts beyond the classroom, including virtual and real-world contexts; 

• students participate in service opportunities, collaborating to make a positive impact on communities; 

• participating in engaging, challenging and varied co-curricular opportunities is encouraged. 

 

Core Subjects (Full Year) 
 
Year 9 Year 10 
English English 
Health & Physical Education Health & Physical Education 
Humanities: History, Geography and Civics Humanities: History, Geography or Civics 
Mathematics, Mathematics Plus or Mathematics-
Advanced 

Mathematics, Mathematics Plus or Mathematics-
Advanced 

Science Science 

 
Elective Subjects 
 
• Students study 3 electives per Semester. 

• Where indicated, some subjects are available to both Year 9 and Year 10 students and these classes will 

be comprised of both year levels.  

• The vast majority of electives run as semester subjects, however there are several that are 

year long. These are languages (French, Japanese and Chinese) and ‘Food Truck’.  

• Students can only choose up to two yearlong electives in any one year. 

• 3 Health and Physical Education electives are offered for each year level. Students may only choose up 

to 2 to study over the year. 

• Electives will only run if a sufficient number of students choose them.  

• Where there is high demand, every effort will be made to increase classes, however this is not possible 

for subjects which utilise a specialist space – such as food technology or design technology subjects.  
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Students and their parents will select elective subjects online. All information about all subjects will be 
available via the online subject selection process.  
 
All students will receive login information to select their subjects online. We encourage parents to assist 
their child with this process, ensuring that they enrol in the subjects that will engage them and further 
their learning. 
 
Students should ensure that they research their preferences by speaking with Heads of House, Heads of 
Department, subject teachers, and other students. They can also speak with the staff at the Futures Centre, 
Mrs Taylor or with Ms Lillywhite. 
 
 

   
Ms Sarah Lillywhite Mrs Teresa Darcy Mrs Fiona Taylor 

Director of Curriculum Years 6-12 Careers Advisor (Futures) Year 9-10 Coordinator 
sarah.lillywhite@soc.tas.edu.au teresa.darcy@soc.tas.edu.au fiona.taylor@soc.tas.edu.au 

P: 03 6336 3307 P: 03 6336 3364 P: 03 6336 3366 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:sarah.lillywhite@soc.tas.edu.au
mailto:teresa.darcy@soc.tas.edu.au
mailto:fiona.taylor@soc.tas.edu.au
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Students analyse the ways that text structures, language features and images can be manipulated for effect. 
They evaluate and integrate ideas and information from increasingly complex texts to form their own 
effectively substantiated interpretations. In creating texts, students demonstrate how manipulating 
language features and images can create innovative texts for a range of purposes and audiences. They make 
presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions, comparing and evaluating different 
responses to ideas and issues. They edit for effect, selecting vocabulary and grammar that contribute to the 
precision and persuasiveness of texts and using accurate spelling and punctuation. Students are exposed to 
a wide range of literature from different places, periods and genres and have the opportunity to respond 
reflectively, analytically and creatively. 
 

The Health and Physical Education course allows students to participate in a variety of sporting and 
recreational activities, all of which are aimed at developing motor skills, coordination and fitness. Students 
have opportunities to display leadership, critical and creative thinking skills and the ability to work 
cooperatively as a member of a team through small and large group activities. The health component allows 
students to explore a variety of issues relating to their own health and wellbeing. They look at real life issues 
that confront teenagers throughout their adolescent years, including sexuality and risk-taking behaviours 
associated with drugs and alcohol. 
 

In Humanities in Year 9, students focus upon three significant strands of Humanities education: History, 
Geography and Civics. There is an emphasis in making relevant connections between these subject strands 
over the year-long course. 

 
Students will consolidate their skills in historical inquiry and build on their understanding of the past by 
investigating the emergence of the Australian nation within the context of the ideas and events that 
have shaped the modern world. Students examine the ideas, events, people, institutions and policies 
that have helped to shape this nation and its identity. They take part in inquiries into settlement, convict 
and colonial Australia, and evaluate the past and present impacts of European settlement on Australia’s 
Indigenous peoples. They conclude their historical inquiry with a detailed study of WW1 and its impact 
on this nation. 

 
Students will develop their geographical understanding and skills through a focus on biomes as they 
investigate the capacity of the world’s environments to sustainably feed the projected future population 
and achieve food security for Australia and the world. They investigate how we have altered our world 
biomes to ensure reliable food sources and consider how we can manage our limited land and water 
resources and use more sustainable farming practices to ensure we have food security.  
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Students will extend their knowledge of Australia’s system of government through an exploration of 
how it enables change to take place. They examine how parties, groups and individuals influence 
government decision-making processes. They also investigate the court system and its role in applying 
and interpreting Australian law and how this can produce changes in the law that they are required to 
obey. Through these explorations, they are encouraged to become thoughtful, responsible and critical 
citizens of Australian democracy. 
 

In Year 9 Mathematics, students undertake one of the three subjects outlined below. Their placement in a 
strand of Mathematics is determined by the College, as per the Mathematics Pathways chart. 

 
This Mathematics course is a very accelerated maths program. It is designed to continue and then to 
extend the development of student understanding in the areas of number, algebra, measurement, 
geometry, statistics and probability and to varying degree well beyond Year 9 Mathematics.  This course 
has a strong focus on number, algebra, functions and geometry so that students are prepared for 
Advanced Mathematics 10 content the following year. Students are encouraged to develop knowledge 
and skills in the different areas as well as a deep problem solving and reasoning skills.  Throughout the 
course, emphasis is placed on the effective communication of ideas using appropriate mathematical 
symbolism and conventions. This course requires students to have a strong aptitude for Mathematics 
and a willingness to stretch their understanding further. 
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This is an accelerated Mathematics course, designed to continue and then to extend the development 
of student understanding in the areas of number, algebra, measurement, geometry, statistics and 
probability and to varying degree beyond core Year 9 Mathematics.  Students are encouraged to develop 
knowledge and skills in these areas as well as proficiencies in understanding, fluency, problem solving 
and reasoning.  This course will deepen student’s skills and prepare them for Mathematics Plus in Year 
10. Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on the effective communication of ideas using 
appropriate mathematical symbolism and conventions. This course requires students to have an 
aptitude for Mathematics and a willingness to stretch their understanding further. 

 

 
This Mathematics course is designed to continue the development of student understanding in the areas 
of number, algebra, measurement, geometry, statistics and probability.  Students are encouraged to 
develop knowledge and skills in these areas as well as proficiencies in understanding, fluency, problem 
solving and reasoning.  Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on the effective communication of 
ideas using appropriate mathematical symbolism and conventions. 
 

This course is designed to help students to develop a better appreciation of themselves, the world around 
them and the various disciplines of science.  In Chemistry, concepts of atomic structure and properties of 
matter are reviewed and developed in chemical reactions as well as radioactivity.  In Biology, students 
investigate energy flow in ecosystems as well as a number of systems of the human body.  In Physics, the 
properties and behaviour of waves are introduced in relation to light and a basic knowledge of electrical 
circuitry, terminology and calculations are developed. In Earth Science, plate tectonics is investigated.  
Through various inquiry-based investigations students are encouraged to develop skills in the scientific 
method, research and the use of standard physical formulae and calculations. The year course concludes 
with students designing, conducting and presenting their own scientific investigation. 
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Students evaluate how text structures and language features can be used in innovative ways. They develop 
and justify their own interpretations of texts and they evaluate other interpretations, analysing the evidence 
used to support them. Through the creation of a wide range of text types, students show how the selection 
of language features can achieve precision and stylistic effect. They make presentations and contribute 
actively to class and group discussions, building on others’ ideas, solving problems, justifying opinions and 
developing and expanding arguments. They demonstrate understanding of grammar, vary vocabulary 
choices for impact, and accurately use spelling and punctuation when creating and editing texts. Students 
are exposed to a wide range of literature from different places, periods and genres and have the opportunity 
to respond reflectively, analytically and creatively. 
 

The Health and Physical Education course allows students to participate in a variety of sporting and 
recreational activities, all of which are aimed at developing motor skills, strategizing movement concepts, 
playing fairly and understanding the importance of adapting to new situations. The recreation program aims 
to expose students to community facilities available to them to encourage life-long involvement in activities 
that promote health and wellbeing. Students have opportunities to display leadership, strategic thinking and 
the ability to work cooperatively as a member of a team through small and large group activities. The health 
component explores a variety of issues relating to mental health and risk-taking behaviours. 
 

In Humanities in Year 10, students have the opportunity to specialise in either History, Geography or Civics. 
However, in recognition that each of these areas uses valuable skills and understandings, all students – 
regardless of choice - will undertake an inter-disciplinary inquiry whereby they will investigate a case study 
that has historical, geographic and legal aspects, therefore providing them with an insight into all three 
aspects of Humanities.  

 
Students will explore the history of the modern world and Australia from 1918 to the present, with an 
emphasis on Australia in its global context. The twentieth century was a critical period in Australia’s social, 
cultural, economic and political development. A study of the transformation of the modern world during 
a time of political turmoil, global conflict and international cooperation provides students with a 
necessary context to understand Australia’s development, its place within the Asia-Pacific region, and its 
global standing. 

 
Students will develop their geographical understanding through investigating two main units. The first is 
Human Wellbeing where students explore spatial differences within and between countries, and evaluate 
the differences from a variety of perspectives. The second is Population, where students investigate 
popular structures and change, focusing on demographics and associated issues, such as the 
environment.  
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Students will extend their knowledge of Australia’s system of government and expand their skills in 
effective citizenship, including global citizenship. They continue to develop their understanding of 
Australian democracy by investigating the values and practices that enable a democratic society to be 
sustained and focus particularly on the role of the High Court. They learn more about Australia’s 
governmental processes through comparison with another system of government in the Asian region and 
examine Australia’s roles and responsibilities within the international arena. There is also a focus on 
international law and the structures and processes that exist in the world today.  
 

 
In Year 10 Mathematics, students undertake one of the two subjects outlined below. Their placement in a 
strand of Mathematics is determined by the College, as per the Mathematics Pathways chart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This Mathematics course is designed to introduce, continue and then extend the development of 
student understanding with the topics of linear, quadratic, cubic, exponential and logarithmic functions, 
trigonometry, calculus and probability.  Students are encouraged to develop knowledge and skills in 
these areas as well as higher order thinking skills such as abstract thinking and deductive 
reasoning.  Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on the effective communication of ideas using 
appropriate mathematical symbolism and conventions. This course builds on Advanced Mathematics 
Year 9 and requires students to have a strong aptitude for Mathematics and a willingness to stretch their 
understanding further. 
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This Mathematics course is designed to introduce, continue and then extend the development of 
student understanding with the topics of linear, quadratic and cubic functions, trigonometry, 
measurement, statistics and probability.  Students are encouraged to develop knowledge and skills in 
these areas as well as higher order thinking skills such as abstract thinking and deductive 
reasoning.  Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on the effective communication of ideas using 
appropriate mathematical symbolism and conventions. This course builds on Mathematics Plus Year 9 
and requires students to have an aptitude for Mathematics and a willingness to stretch their 
understanding further. 

 
This Mathematics course is designed to continue the development of student understanding in the areas 
of number, algebra, measurement, geometry, statistics and probability.  Students are encouraged to 
develop knowledge and skills in these areas as well as proficiencies in understanding, fluency, problem 
solving and reasoning.  Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on the effective communication of 
ideas using appropriate mathematical symbolism and conventions. 

This course is designed to expose students to the various science disciplines Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Cosmology and Environmental Science, extending their knowledge and skills in each science domain.  
  
In chemistry students analyse how the periodic table organises elements and use it to make predictions 
about the properties of elements. They explain how chemical reactions are used to produce particular 
products and how different factors influence the rate of reactions. In physics they explain the concept of 
energy conservation and represent energy transfer and transformation within systems. They apply 
relationships between force, mass and acceleration to predict changes in the motion of objects. In 
environmental science students describe and analyse interactions and cycles within and between Earth’s 
spheres. In biology students evaluate the evidence for scientific theories that explain the origin of the 
universe and the diversity of life on Earth. They explain the processes that underpin heredity and evolution. 
In cosmology students investigate how the evolution of the universe, including the formation of galaxies and 
stars, has continued since the Big Bang. Students analyse how the models and theories they use have 
developed over time and discuss the factors that prompted their review. 
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English 
Mrs Carrie Dunham 
carrie.dunham@soc.tas.edu.au 
P: 03 6336 3321 

 
 

   

 

Science & Mathematics 
Dr Anna Waites 
anna.waites@soc.tas.edu.au 
P: 03 6336 3339 
 

 

   

 

Health & Physical Education  
Mr Paul McKendrick 
paul.mckendrick@soc.tas.edu.au 
P: 03 6336 3350 
 

 

   

 

Humanities 
Mrs Katy McGuinness 
katy.mcguinness@soc.tas.edu.au 
P: 03 6336 3402 

 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:carrie.dunham@soc.tas.edu.au
mailto:anna.waites@soc.tas.edu.au
mailto:Paul.mckendrick@soc.tas.edu.au
mailto:katy.mcguinness@soc.tas.edu.au
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Introduction to Architecture has been devolved to give students interested in this fascinating field of Design 

an insight into the world of an Architect and Architecture. The focus will be on the built environment such 

as home design but also looking at the whole picture of Interior and Landscape Architecture. Building 

materials, presentation techniques and environmental considerations will underpin the design focus for this 

course. Students will use the Design Process to explore, sketch, draw, design and model making to build a 

good knowledge and understanding of what Architecture is today. This is a hands-on practical course that 

would suit any students with and interest in design, the environment, interior design, ‘green’ homes, 

problem solving and model making. 

 

 
This is an exciting practical course with a focus on applying new techniques and technologies to ancient 

crafting materials such as steel and timber. Students will have the opportunity to develop their ideas through 

the design process but then also given the skills, materials, and tools to see their concepts come to life in the 

workshop. Sketching ideas, card modelling will start the process and students can move onto the welders, 

plasma cutters, Robosaw and various other technologies to create their final concepts. This is a very popular 

course that not only enhances a new skill set but gives students confidence to try new challenges well beyond 

the classroom. 

 

 
How does designing and welding your own fire pit, then 

cooking food over it sound? What about going fishing, and 

cooking a fresh trout in paperbark? If you are a fan of BBQ 

ribs, slow cooked foods and being involved in the making 

of the cooking equipment from the initial design phase to 

building completion then this is the course for you!  

This is a semester-based course and is designed for 

students who have an interest across multiple learning 

areas in the Creative Design Industries spaces of Applied 

Technologies and Food & Fibre Technology. Students will 

have the opportunity to work collaboratively to design and 

mailto:stephen.dobson@soc.tas.edu.au
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build cooking vessels like a fire pit, or BBQ Grill and then prepare and cook foods such as BBQ ribs, pizza, 

seafood, and wings using their vessel. Students undertaking this course will explore traditional methods of 

cooking from a range of cultures around the world, and then prepare, cook, and eat food using these 

methods with what they have made in the workshop.  

Some of the topics include: 

• Exploring and investigating the use of wood, steel, aluminium, clay and cast iron in the design of 
cooking vessels. 

• Designing and making cooking equipment and vessels  

• Exploring a range of cultures and their use of flame to cook and heat food.  

• Methods of cooking such as: underground with rock, the use of fire and flame, the use of coals, the 
use of hot & cold smoke, chargrilling, barbecuing and roasting.  

• Sustainable design practices into the future. 

• Traditional hunter/gather techniques and recipes from cultures around the world. 
 

 
Ever wondered if you could Laser Cut a biscuit, could you 3D print your own ear? Well, both are possible, 

and this course explores the fantastic potential of computers in design. Laser, Printer, Maker will introduce 

students to the concepts involved in Computer Aided Design (CAD) and Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM). 

Students will be exposed to applications of CAD/CAM and will have the opportunity to make projects and 

prototypes using this amazing technology. Students will follow the Design Process through problem solving, 

research, sketching ideas and then using 3D printers, our Laser Cutter, CNC router and Graphics Vinyl Cutter, 

create their designs in a not so traditional method. This course is created to offer a real-world experience 

for the budding designer who may have some or no prior knowledge of Computer Aided Design but has a 

creative mindset from jewelry to Chinese puzzles the options are endless. Students thinking of studying any 

design subjects in TCE will find value in doing this exiting course. 

This course focuses on the exciting new developments in Architecture and Design. Students will explore the 
latest materials, design elements and building practices locally and abroad that continue to evolve Australian 
Architecture into world class designs. The first half of this course will be used to build the skills and 
understanding of all things Architecture for the students. They will then put this understanding into practice 
as they develop a design concept Folio on an area of interest to them in Architecture, Interior Design or 
Landscape Design using CAD software, design drawings and model making. While this is a stand-alone 
course, students considering studying Design Courses in TCE would benefit from this hands-on course, 
particularly if considering Housing and Design. 
 
 

How do I make that? aims to give our students the skills and confidence to answer that question for 

themselves for now and beyond college. This is a very practical course that fuses traditional hand skills with 

more modern techniques and tools to create student projects. Creativity and confidence are the driving 
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focus of this course as we not only want our student to leave with a beautiful project and the self-belief that 

this brings but the broad range of skills and techniques need to achieve this. If you love design and working 

with your hands, weather using the Design Process to create something from scratch or to repair or refurbish 

something that may have been thrown away, this is a great course for you. Students thinking of studying any 

design subjects in TCE will find value in doing this exiting course. 

 

 
This is a long-established course at the College and the only one in the State to offer the opportunity to ride 
and race our recumbent bikes. With a focus on health and fitness, students will work through a number of 
challenges revolving around design, teamwork, graphics and hands-on mechanical skills with these exciting 
machines. Our bikes have been recently upgraded to a sophisticated electric peddle assist system, so a 
consideration of the environmental impact as well as the personal fitness and wellbeing is a focus for 
students. To complete the course students have the opportunity to design and make the extremely popular 
sand, snow or skateboard project as a take home piece for them. This is a very hands-on practical course for 
the self-motivated student who would love to further explore the exciting opportunities offered in this 
course. 
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This course will introduce students to the area of designing and creating digital applications, for computer 
software or portable devices. This course encourages problem-based learning and challenges students to 
create solutions to software-based problems. Possible Areas of study include: 

• popular programming languages; for example, Python.  

• network security. 

• applying knowledge and programming skills to create digital applications. 

Students will work through a series of skills-based activities, culminating in a final personalised project. 
 

 
This elective offers students the opportunity to work with VEX V5 Educational Robotics System, which 
encourage creativity, teamwork, leadership, passion, and problem-solving among groups beyond computer 
science and engineering principles. Students will build the robot from scratch and complete many challenges 
incorporating design, art, science and coding. 
 
Some of the projects and learning that students will work on 
include: 

• Robot soccer competition.  

• Medbot challenge. 

• Momentum Alley  

• Speedy delivery  

 
Students will also learn about cyber security through Grok Academy 
and be introduced to database system management via SQL.  
 

 
This course provides opportunities for students to develop practical skills in designing and creating textiles 
items. Students learn to use sewing equipment and develop an understanding of sustainable textiles 
production and practices as they work through design briefs.  
 
Students will gain practical experience in garment construction techniques using commercial 
patterns and/or pattern drafting. The use of fabrics, colouration techniques and yarn, plus many more, will 
enable students to become creative independent learners in this area. Students, through the design 
process, will learn skills and processes required for planning, making, and evaluating their projects.  
 
Students can also, if they so choose, participate in the AAFTA teenage fashion awards as part of this course.    
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Year 9 or 10 AATFA - Design, Manufacture, Model 
 
The Apex Australia Teenage Fashion & Arts (AATFA) Youth Festival has been an annual event for Apex 
Australia over the past 27 years. In conjunction with secondary schools throughout Australia, Apex provides 
students with the opportunity to design, manufacture and model their own fashion garments.  
 
Do you love to create and design? This course will provide students with the opportunity to design and 
manufacture their own fashion garment. The categories are numerous, and your garment can be anything 
from a highly technical formal wear garment to an incredibly creative piece of wearable art. The sky is the 
limit!  
 
The categories include: Casual Wear, Formal Wear, Wearable Art, Society & Environment and Costume & 
Theatrical.  
 

 
The focus of this course is on creating interesting and tasty foods/meals in a minimum amount of time. It 
also focuses on understanding the health benefits from foods that are enjoyable to eat and fun to prepare. 
This is a practical course which investigates the use of fresh and pre-prepared foods, current trends and new 
food products. 

 
Students will learn a wide range of techniques for making breads, pastries and baked products. They will 
investigate the traditional use of these foods in our diet and the advantages and disadvantages of these 
foods. Students will be able to apply their understanding of Food Technology across a range of skills such as: 
safe food handling, presentation, adapting and interpreting menus and an understanding of eating for 
wellbeing. Students will develop new recipes and ways to include these foods in their diet while taking into 
account dietary and health issues. 
 

 
Acclaimed chefs such as Jamie Oliver, Donna Hay, Maggie Beer, television programs such as Masterchef and 
MKR, and magazines such as Delicious, Taste and Gourmet Traveller have all had a major impact on our 
interest and understanding of food.  Masterchef 10 aims to further develop and heighten this awareness 
and will prompt a passion for food in the students who enrol. This practical course will enable students to 
foster their interest and develop their culinary skills and enhance their food literacy. 
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This is a yearlong course and is designed for students with a keen interest in developing their culinary related 
skills and want to get creative with food! Working individually and in groups students will investigate, create, 
design, make and sell food within a niche scope from their ‘Food Truck’. Students will have the opportunity 
to enhance their cooking skills alongside learning about running a small food business and meeting the needs 
of a customer. Students will plan and prepare safe and nutritious foods to meet specific food needs in various 
circumstances. Some of the topics that will be covered include: 
 

• Food Trends and fads 

• Street food and Café culture  

• Dietary requirements  

• Food for special occasions 

• Creating menus that address the significant 
role that diet plays in the prevention and 
treatment of various diseases. 

• Food security and availability    
 
 
 

A special skills set is included as part of this course that applies VET nationally recognised competencies in 
RSA and Prepare and Serve Espresso Coffee.  
 

 
Students anticipating studying Art at TCE level are encouraged to study a one semester of Art in each of 
Years 9 and 10. The practical component of each studio area will be accompanied by an element of Art theory 
(history and criticism) that will assist students in their idea generation and design skills. 
 

 
In this course, students will initially explore inquiry-based projects that encourage them to develop strategies 
to extend their creative thinking, decision-making and problem-solving skills, through research and 
experimentation. Students are encouraged to develop a personal response to project briefs. Students will 
then have the opportunity to develop a proposal for an individual project, investigating an idea and medium 
of their choice. The mediums that students can explore include drawing, painting, sculpture, ceramics, 
photography, mixed-media or digital art. Students can choose to study this in either Semester 1 or Semester 
2 – or it is also possible for students to continue into Semester 2 once having chosen this option in Semester 
1. In cases where students continue, the course content and assessment requirements in Semester 2 will 
provide a continuation of work done in Semester 1. 
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This course provides students with the opportunity to develop 
skills in both black and white and digital photography.  Students 
are encouraged to explore a range of approaches in capturing 
their imagery and they develop an understanding of how to 
effectively enhance their photographs in the darkroom and using 
Adobe Photoshop.  Students are encouraged to think creatively 
when devising their own responses to project briefs and will have 
the opportunity to view the work of a range of contemporary 
photographers, to support the development of their ideas and 
analytical skills. 

 
In this course, students are introduced to working with a range of media and combinations of materials to 

design and create major practical pieces.  Students are encouraged to think creatively when devising their 

own responses to project briefs and will have the opportunity to investigate a variety of approaches to 

drawing and painting.  Students develop skills in technical experimentation, creative thinking and design.  

Students will view the work of a range of contemporary artists to support the development of their ideas 

and analytical skills. 

 
This course provides students with the opportunity to develop skills in both black and white and digital 
photography.  Students are encouraged to explore a range of approaches in capturing their imagery, and 
they develop an understanding of how to effectively enhance their photographs in the darkroom and in 
Adobe Photoshop.  Students will have the opportunity to view the work of a range of contemporary 
photographers, in order to build on their analytical skills.  They are also introduced to video production and 
animation, with an emphasis on technique and the conceptual nature of their final works. Introduction to 
Photomedia in Year 9 is not a pre-requisite. 

 
This course extends students idea generation and technical skills and encourages students to pursue studio 
areas of personal interest. Students are given the opportunity to negotiate a proposal for a project related 
to their selected medium, such as drawing, painting, sculpture, printmaking, photomedia, digital art or 
graphic design. Students are guided through the production of artworks accompanied by a journal, which 
reflects the student’s thinking processes, influences and technical experiments.  Students will investigate the 
work of relevant artists to assist with the development of their ideas. Student can choose to study this in 
either Semester 1 or Semester 2 – or it is also possible for students to continue into Semester 2 once having 
chosen this option in Semester 1. In cases where students continue, the course content and assessment 
requirements in Semester 2 will provide a continuation of work done in Semester 1. This course provides an 
opportunity for students to experience an introduction to studying Art at a TCE level. 
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In this course, students will explore traditional and contemporary styles of drawing and painting including 
Street Art. Emphasis is placed on the use of a wide range of media and the development of compositional 
awareness and conceptual thinking. Excursions will form a part of their semester-based work. Exercises 
utilising a range of painting mediums and techniques are undertaken before the production of major pieces. 
Drawing skills continue to be developed through the students’ use of a range of drawing implements.  
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This elective introduces students to the knowledge and skills required to play a wide array of sports. Students 
are exposed to a variety of hybrid and/ or emerging sports, while learning how to adapt and apply the 
concepts taught in HPE and throughout this elective. It is an opportunity to extend your thinking of game 
sense concepts and to have fun in a practical setting.  Students will analyse varying coaching styles and learn 
how to use this information in a movement setting. They will learn the process of skill development and the 
requirements of the coaching role for various team sports. They will apply their skills in the form of a Sport 
Education program.  
 
Areas of Study: 

• Hybrid/ emerging games 

• Adapting movement concepts and strategies 

• Coaching styles 

• Understanding sporting roles  

 
This elective introduces students to the opportunity to develop their fitness and movement skills in a range 
of physical pursuits.  Students will participate in a variety of recreational based activities as well as 
participating in different fitness-based challenges.  Initially, students will be directed by the teacher; 
however, as the semester progresses, students will be expected to lead and monitor sessions. While the 
focus of this course is on physical activity, a small amount of time will be spent planning and organising 
lessons.  Throughout the semester, students will also have the opportunity to visit community facilities for 
participation in a variety of activities.  
 
Areas of Study: 

• Recreational based activities 

• Community activities 

• Coaching and Leadership opportunities 

• Moving outside their comfort zone 

 
This elective allows students the opportunity to demonstrate many of our SOC learner attributes. Qualities 
of offering and displaying leadership (agile), valuing teamwork (collaborative), showing tenacity and 
commitment to a task (courageous) and being effective communicators. Students look at the qualities of an 
effective leader and how they can utilise effectively. Beyond the classroom, students learn what factors need 
to be considered when planning a coaching session and use this knowledge to plan and implement effective 
lessons for other junior and senior school students. Students will be expected to coach and be coached by 
their peers. Students will also work with young children in the development of perceptual motor programs. 
All of this develops strong leadership skills in the pursuit of an active lifestyle.  
  

mailto:paul.mckendrick@soc.tas.edu.au
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Areas of Study:  

• Collaborative, courageous communicator 

• Develop active coaching sessions for students 

• Work with younger children to co-ordinate movement 

• Plan effectively with other members  

 
This elective allows students the opportunity to develop their fitness, skills and understanding in a range of 
physical and adventure pursuits.  Students will participate in a variety of recreational experiences as well as 
participating in different fitness-based activities.  Initially, students will be directed by the teacher; however, 
as the semester progresses, students will be expected to lead and monitor sessions. While the focus of this 
course is on physical activity, a small amount of time will be spent planning and organising 
lessons.  Throughout the semester, students will also have an opportunity to visit community facilities for 
participation in recreational-based programs. Getting active and having fun; what’s better for our well-being.   
 
Areas of Study: 

• Recreational based activities 

• Community activities 

• Coaching and Leadership opportunities 

• Moving outside their comfort zone 
  

 
This elective introduces students to the knowledge and skills required for personal training and maintaining 
their own health and fitness. Students will participate in practical classes focusing on a variety of different 
training methods such as circuits, strength and interval training. Sessions are designed so they look at 
innovative (both dynamic and functional) training programs. Students will learn the fundamentals of the 
fitness industry including anatomy and physiology of the musculoskeletal system, fitness assessment, 
training principles, sports nutrition and basic recovery strategies. Students gain an understanding on how to 
improve their own personal fitness and provide ideas within a group session. This elective provides a 
pathway for the TCE subjects available including Food and Nutrition, Sports Science, Athlete Development, 
Health Studies and Fitness, Sport and Recreation Experiences.   
 
Areas of Study:   

• Fitness and training principles (FITT principle)  

• Program design and implementation  

• Sports Nutrition  

• Fitness Assessment & Recovery 
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This course will provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary to enable them to understand and 
use their money more effectively. This semester-based course aims to give students a good grounding in 
some of these issues and builds on skills and knowledge taught across the curriculum.  
 
Areas of study include: 

• Money - where students will study the importance of money, the advantages and risks of the various 
forms of credit, personal budgeting and an introduction to investments, including on-line savings 
accounts, the share market and the growing importance of superannuation  

• Consumer studies - where students will investigate the importance of being an astute consumer and 
become aware of the rights and responsibilities of a consumer.  

• Employment ready - that prepares students for the world 
of work and explores the impact of technological change 
on the work environment  

• The development of a product and business plan. 

Students will experience a range of learning approaches such as 
case studies, inquiry-based learning, interactive web-based 
activities and guest speakers to enhance their level of 
understanding.  They will also have an opportunity to formulate 
and market their own business ideas, both theoretically and 
practically. 
 

This semester-based subject follows a “design thinking” approach towards entrepreneurship and innovation. 

By following this process, students will develop an entrepreneurial mindset in tackling present day societal 

problems. They will have access to guest speakers who will highlight challenges faced in our local community 

and wider world. From this, students will identify problems and generate workable, sustainable and long-

lasting solutions in the form of a not-for-profit social enterprises. The topics of startup methodology, 

business planning and pitching are covered alongside problem solving skills, giving students the opportunity 

to create meaningful solutions to social issues. The skills and experiences gained through the course will 

empower students to be future change makers.  
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With the growing need for individuals and families to plan for their retirement and to manage investments, 
there is a need for students to gain appropriate skills and knowledge in these areas. This course aims to give 
students a good grounding in these issues. 

 
Areas of study:  

• Managing Finances - using technology to record and manage financial transactions, through learning 
about effective cash management and wealth creation strategies  

• Investments - including shares, property, cash/bonds and managed funds  

• Superannuation - building wealth for the future  
 

Students will experience a range of learning approaches such as games (Monopoly, ASX Sharemarket Game, 
CashFlow 101), case studies, inquiry-based learning, interactive web-based activities and guest speakers will 
enhance student understanding.  
 

 
Study of this semester-based course will enable learners to gain an understanding of small business and 

enterprise. The course develops the knowledge and skills that will inform learners about the small business 

environment in Australia and encourages them to participate in and contribute to it.  Students will 

demonstrate enterprising behaviours and capabilities such as embracing change, seeking innovation and 

showing initiative. They develop skills that enable them to identify contemporary small business 

opportunities and will be given the opportunity to apply this knowledge in a practical and engaging way in 

running their own for-profit enterprise project. 
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(Year 8 French recommended) Full year – select for both semesters        
History and an increasingly interconnected global 
world underline the importance of a study of French. 
This language is spoken by an increasing number of 
people, particularly in Africa as its economy and 
population develop. Students will enhance their 
appreciation of this elegant European language 
through exploring the history, art, music, geography 
and cuisine of France, as well as through developing 
their skills in spoken and written French. This course 
also introduces students to spoken and written French 
through the culture of France. There is equal emphasis 
given to the four macro skills of listening, speaking, 
reading comprehension and writing. In Year 9 the 
focus is on building vocabulary; however, some 

fundamental grammatical concepts are included, where appropriate. Intensive consolidation and extension 
of any work covered previously are carried out. Emphasis is placed on developing linguistic mastery of 
various themes through engaging students in active use of the new language. The themes are: home and 
town life; giving and receiving directions; transport; leisure time; daily routines; clothing; food; drinks and 
meals, weather and health and wellbeing. In addition, students undertake a study of a French region of their 
choice. There may be an opportunity to visit France in 2022 which would give students a chance to interact 
with native speakers, expand cultural awareness and enhance their overall language experience. 

 

(Prerequisite – Year 9 French) Full year - select for both semesters 
The course builds on the content and skills developed in previous years.  Students work towards achieving 
higher levels of comprehension, including the use of strategies to help them understand unfamiliar written 
or spoken language.  In addition, communication skills in the language are extended to include sustained 
writing both for everyday situations (e.g. informal letters, e-mails, messages etc) and creative pieces with 
linked themes.  Intercultural themes will be used to enhance students’ vocabulary and awareness of cultural 
differences. Students will enhance their speaking and writing skills through a range of real-life role-plays, 
including an opportunity to engage with native speakers and prepare for an optional trip to France 
potentially in 2022. 
  

mailto:leigh.cordell@soc.tas.edu.au
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This course enables students to develop their skills in Japanese by extending their previously learned 
vocabulary, kanji and sentence patterns.  The main script focus will be kanji.  Students will explore the culture 
and contemporary lifestyles of Japan through topics such as travel and daily life, location and directions, 
weather and seasons.  As the year progresses the grammatical structures introduced become more 
sophisticated allowing for higher levels of communication and comprehension.  There may be an opportunity 
to visit Japan in 2022 which would give students a chance to interact with native speakers, expand cultural 
awareness and enhance their overall language experience. 

 

(Prerequisite – Year 9 Japanese) Full year – select for both semesters  
This course extends all four macro skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing.  Students will continue 
to expand their repertoire of kanji and also acquire a significant understanding of Japanese culture and their 
own.  The themes of fashion, shopping, homestays and school rules will be explored.  As the year progresses 
the grammatical structures introduced become more sophisticated allowing for higher levels of 
communication and comprehension.  A key component will be the introduction of plain form which is a 
precursor for TCE Japanese.  There may be an opportunity in 2022 to visit Japan which would give students 
a chance to interact with native speakers, expand cultural awareness and enhance their overall language 
experience. 

 

(Year 8 Chinese recommended) Full year – select for both semesters       
Year 9 Chinese is open to beginning and continuing students of the Chinese (Mandarin) language. Those 
students who are continuing will have studied various aspects of a beginner’s level of Chinese. Students in 
Year 9 will expand their understanding of what it means to be “Chinese” by exploring ethnic minorities in 
China and learning about Chinese diaspora in Australia and throughout the world. Throughout the course, 
the key components of reading and writing, speaking and listening are all given equal weighting. This course 
will help students to understand more about simplified Chinese characters, the common written language 
of mainland China, Singapore and Chinese speaking communities throughout the world; how they developed 
over time and how they are constructed. Year 9 Chinese will also enable students to express themselves with 
greater confidence when interacting with Chinese speakers, as they have more opportunities to use the 
language in real life situations. There may be an opportunity to visit China, or a Chinese speaking country, 
which would give students a chance to interact with native speakers, expand cultural awareness and 
enhance their overall language experience. 
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(Prerequisite – Year 9 Chinese) Full year – select for both semesters 
This course builds on the skills and content covered in 
previous years, enabling students to extend their ability 
to communicate in Chinese (Mandarin).  Listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills are practised 
throughout the year, with particular focus on 
recognising and writing Chinese characters.  Language 
will be practised through discussions with the teacher 
and during role plays to simulate real life situations. 
Students will also continue to study Chinese culture 
through assigned tasks related to food, travel and 
weather, lifestyle and fashion and further their 
understanding of the Chinese influenced culture around 
the world. They are encouraged to draw comparisons 
and to respect the differences they encounter in 
cultures other than their own. In Year 10 Chinese, students are encouraged to take greater responsibility of 
their own language learning, discovering what method works best for them. This unit will also begin to equip 
students and prepare them for TCE level studies. There may be an opportunity to visit China, or a Chinese 
speaking country, which would give students a chance to interact with native speakers, expand cultural 
awareness and enhance their overall language experience. 
 

LanguagesPlus is a new course developed and designed to support those students in Year 10 who are 
passionate about their Languages studies. This course is open to all Year 10 Languages students, but intended 
for those students considering further Languages study, such as a TCE Languages course.  
 
Year 9 students interested in this course are welcome to discuss with their specific Languages teacher and 
Head of Department before enrolling. Students from any of the three Languages supported at Scotch 
Oakburn College, namely Chinese, French, and Japanese, are eligible to enrol.  
 
To be eligible for LanguagesPlus, students must already be enrolled in a Languages subject and have strong 
self-directed learning skills. This course is designed to be supplementary to, not in addition to, existing 
Languages subjects. LanguagesPlus enables students to extend beyond what they are doing in their Language 
class as well as consolidate and advance their linguistic skills in their chosen target language.  
 
LanguagesPlus draws its curriculum links with the Australian Curriculum Year 9 and 10 Chinese, French and 
Japanese sequences. The course also supports those students who are interested in participating in the 
Hanyuqiao Chinese Speaking Competition, Japanese Speech Contest, Japanese Calligraphy Contest, Japanese 
Poster Competition, and Le concours de l'Alliance française in Hobart. 
 
LanguagesPlus utilises an integrated approach to learning with language skills and intercultural and 
intracultural understanding all being embedded in the curriculum.  Students choosing LanguagesPlus will 
also participate in cultural excursions (such as to museums and restaurants), and incursions, to take their 
learning beyond the classroom. 
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Head of Department – Mr Stephen King

 

 
In this course, students (beginner or experienced) will further develop and refine skills and techniques used 
throughout the compositional and performance phase of dance.  Students will expand dance terminology 
concepts and will study various global dance styles and their place in society. This course offers students the 
chance to perform to a small audience and will compete in the Launceston Competitions. Students will 
evaluate and respond to their own dance works (and works of others) and will have the opportunity of 
viewing a live dance performance. This is a springboard for TCE Dance-Choreography and Performance.  
Student can choose to study this in either Semester 1 or Semester 2 – or it is also possible for students to 
continue into Semester 2 once having chosen this option in Semester 1. In cases where students continue, 
the course content and assessment requirements in Semester 2 will provide a continuation of work done in 
Semester 1.  
 

 

 
Scripted Drama and Performance is a practical course that offers students the opportunity to participate in 
script interpretation.  The course gives the students “hands-on” experience as scripts are rehearsed, 
costumed and then performed in front of an audience.  The choice of dramatic extracts and or scenes will 
be determined by the number and composition of the class. Student can choose to study this in either 
Semester 1 or Semester 2 – or it is also possible for 
students to continue into Semester 2 once having 
chosen this option in Semester 1. In cases where 
students continue, the course content and assessment 
requirements in Semester 2 will provide a continuation 
of work done in Semester 1. 

 
Scripted and Solo Drama is a practical course that offers 
a range of scripts for students to read, analyse and 
perform.  Scenes and/or one-act plays from recognised 
playwrights will be presented to an audience.  Students 
who undertake this course will be well prepared for future study in this subject as Scripted and Solo Drama 
is a good introduction to TCE Drama and Theatre Performance. Student can choose to study this in either 
Semester 1 or Semester 2 – or it is also possible for students to continue into Semester 2 once having chosen 
this option in Semester 1. In cases where students continue, the course content and assessment 
requirements in Semester 2 will provide a continuation of work done in Semester 1. 

mailto:Stephen.king@soc.tas.edu.au


  27 
 
 

Year 9 & 10 Curriculum Handbook 2023 

 
This course is designed to introduce students to media products from a range of mass media 
sources.  Students will experiment with the basic conventions of film-making using video cameras, sound 
equipment and editing software.  Through the development of their creative skills, critical appreciation and 
knowledge of media techniques and technologies, students will be able to tell their own stories and interpret 
the stories others in our digital and interconnected world. 

 
In Year 10, Media Studies students investigate different types of media production, including documentary-
making, radio production, advertising, moving and still images, and music technology.  All students learn to 
use industry standard software by making and editing their own media products (video, still image and 
audio).  Through the analysis of film and production elements students will continue to refine their own 
media-making skills.   This course provides a good foundation for the study of TCE Media Production. 

This subject is ideal for students who are self-directed, creative and love technology. 

 
This is a course that is open to students in Years 9 and 10 who wish to develop their skills in Lighting and 
Sound, Set and Properties, Stage Management, and Front of House Responsibilities.  
Working as a member of a production team students develop a range of basic design and operational skills 

across a wide scope of technical production elements. These skills will be developed within the context of 

theatre and associated performance events.  

As well as the practical aspect of the course, students will identify elements of technical theatre production, 

relationships between elements, and how they contribute to the realisation of artistic intent in a production, 

record and organise technical theatre production elements, and care for technical theatre production 

equipment, appropriately apply work-safe principles and practices in theatrical spaces and to the use of 

technical theatre technologies and appraise the use and effect of technical elements in live theatre 

productions. 

This course will prepare students for the TCE Technical Theatre Production course. 

 
This is a course that is open to students in Year 9/10 who already play a musical instrument or sing and who 

would enjoy the opportunity to join with other students and develop those skills further. Students perform 

in their preferred styles of music and collaborate in to improve their concert repertoire.  The course has a 

strong performance focus, which includes planning and presenting in-class performances throughout the 

semester.  Classes include rehearsal times and there are opportunities to be creative, to work in groups and 

to perform.  All music skills get a fine tuning. "Get more from your music performance”. You will engage in 

activities that will assist you to develop your musical understandings, composition and production skills 
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(traditional and music technology-based approaches), perform as a soloist or member of a group, as well as 

recording and producing your own music. Student can choose to study this in either Semester 1 or Semester 

2 – or it is also possible for students to continue into Semester 2 once having chosen this option in Semester 

1.  

In cases where students continue, the course content and assessment requirements in Semester 2 will 

provide a continuation of work done in Semester 1. 

 
 
 

Contact Teacher – Mrs Louise Fitzgerald 

 
 

 

This course is intended for students who require basic skill development in literacy.  One-on-one and small 
group assistance with reading, spelling, writing and comprehension will be provided and tailored to suit 
individual needs and learning styles. Assistance with task completion, organisation and time management 
will also be provided. 
 
 
  

mailto:Louise.fitzgerald@soc.tas.edu.au
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Ms Sarah Lillywhite

 

 
Student-Directed Inquiry allows students to conduct research in an area of personal interest. Students 
engage with 5 ‘P’s: Pose, Proposal, Process, Product, Presentation. Initially students pose a question which 
needs to allow for deep research across more than one subject area (so trans-disciplinary). Although there 
is some written assessment – which is evidence of their process of understanding/learning - the main 
assessment is that of a presentation. This could be to an individual, panel or their peers. Students choosing 
this subject should organised and have the capacity to be self-motivated. Although students meet as a class, 
each inquiry is highly personalised.  
 

 
Interested in trans-disciplinary problem-solving? 
This elective builds connections between Science, Mathematics, programming and Design and Technologies 
and will suit students who are willing to take risks, challenge themselves and engage in higher order thinking.  
 
STEAMPro is a challenging elective that is taught to a combined Year 9 and 10 class. It teaches students 
thinking skills and problem solving through focusing on the real-world applications in an integrated 
environment. It will allow students to be extended beyond the curriculum and present a technology-based 
solution. This elective will also expose students in the use of C++ programming and give them opportunity 
to enter Science and Engineering Investigation Awards in any of the categories: Agricultural Science, 
Engineering, Engineering Design, Environmental and Marine Sciences, Health and Fitness, and Physical 
Science.  
 
This elective will develop students’ critical and creative thinking and prepare them well for TCE studies. 
Students will produce a tangible product, system or environment or alternatively produce a body of 
experimental research which includes a physical item, for example a model, display or computer program. 
 

 
This course introduces some foundational understanding and skills of crime scene investigations such as 
collecting and analysing blood splatter, different glass, forgeries, soil, tyre prints and explore criminal and 
forensics psychology.  
 
The course culminates in one to several mock crime scene(s) where students collect evidence and interview 
suspects. They then use their problem-solving skills and forensic science techniques to solve the crime and 
to assemble sufficient proof to gain a conviction in a mock court. This course will build on students science 
skills, problem solving abilities and collaborative skills as well as their persuasive arguments. The work will 
be in teams, but the final assessment is based on individual contribution. This course is continuing deepening 
skills from Year 8 elective but can be taken without any prior knowledge. 
 

 

mailto:sarah.lillywhite@soc.tas.edu.au
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What can the birth of a star tell us about the ways early humans lived? Or about our lives today? What makes 
humans unique? Why do we look, think, and behave the way we do? Are we alone in the universe? What 
does the future hold for our species, our planet and the cosmos? 

Students studying Big History and Philosophy try to answer these questions and more by exploring the entire 
history of the universe in one semester.  By combining the studies of chemistry, physics, biology, astronomy, 
history, geography, psychology and other disciplines, Big History and Philosophy gives an overarching view 
of the story of everything and seeks to answer the big questions about our universe, our planet, life and 
humanity. 
 
Throughout the online and in-class course, students will traverse the stars, the galaxies, the cells inside the 
body and the complex interactions between all living and non-living things. They will explore where we have 
been and predict where we are going. They will stretch their minds to the limits of human understanding in 
order to see reality from many angles and on many scales.  
 
With its emphasis on enquiry, analysis and argument, Big History and Philosophy will develop students’ 
critical thinking, critical literacy and problem-solving skills, preparing them well for their TCE studies and 
more importantly, encouraging them to be more engaged, thinking, and questioning individuals. 

 
This elective introduces students into understanding the mechanics of the body and how food plays an 
important role in everyday life. Students look into the importance of exercise and how these key body 
systems can work to make improvements.  Students discover how, through the manipulation of diet, both 
health, wellbeing and sporting performance can be improved.  Through the study of units including 
physiology and nutrition, students are able to recognise the interrelationships between theoretical concepts 
and real-life sporting situations.  This subject includes some practical work to reinforce the concepts covered. 
Connections are made with the Science and Creative Design Industries departments, so allows opportunities 
for strong cross-curricular integration.  
Areas of Study:  

• Balanced Food Intake  

• Maximising Sport Performance  

• Exercise Management  

• Anatomy, physiology & biomechanical movement 

• Applying learning to other areas 
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Year 9/10 Coordinator – Mrs Fiona Taylor 

 

 
The philosophy of ‘9ALIVE’ is to build upon the Middle Years’ experience, further developing students’ 
natural curiosity and their love of inquiring, exploring and being actively engaged in practical and relevant 
learning activities. By engaging with the local Tasmanian community and exploring different environments, 
the ‘9ALIVE’ program works to fulfil the College’s commitment to developing self-directed, well-balanced 
and ethical people who are also responsible citizens able to contribute in constructive ways to the world. 
 
The program comprises of four experiences over the course of the year: 
 

• Service Learning 

• Southern Tasmanian Program 

• Education Outdoors ‘Aurora’ Program 

• ‘Our Land, Our Future’ Program 

 
The STEAM Challenge is a one-week intensive program that combines knowledge and practice of STEAM 
principles alongside entrepreneurial capacity to create a unique experience for students to develop their 
creative and innovative potential. Students will respond to current issues in our contemporary world, 
through developing a scientific or engineering solution to a real-world problem.  
 
Students will provide the application of their idea through creative thinking exercises, undertaking market 
research, creating budgets, presenting across the challenge and writing proposals and reflective reports, 
among other tasks. There will also be numerous opportunities to develop core general capabilities including 
communication, collaboration, digital literacy, critical thinking, problem solving amongst many others.  
 
The students will be supported by experts in their fields from around the region to learn about these 
important subjects as well as skills, with a focus on students being able to implement and drive change in 
our modern world. These experts will also serve as the judging and evaluation panel for the process, 
showcasing how students from Scotch Oakburn College are prepared for the world and looking to positively 
influence it. 
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Enquiries to Mr Stuart Walls

 

 
Scotch Oakburn sees Service in Our Community Sector as a valuable learning opportunity, creating 
relationships and linking our students with their wider community. We also view this as an important 
opportunity for students to develop and improve their character education. 
Through the Year 9 program the College aims to inform students by: 
 

• Developing an understanding of what service means, both to others and to the students 
themselves 

• Promoting and extending learning opportunities through participation in Volunteering 

• Making a positive difference to other people within our community 

• Providing students with opportunities to use skills and knowledge in real-life situations 

• Building students’ self-confidence 

• Builds Key Character Traits such as Communication, Empathy, Understanding, Leadership, and 
Action Taking  

• Helps students Appreciate their circumstance 

• Building effective collaborative partnerships between the College and a variety of institutions 
and organisations in the local community 

• Meeting community needs through service projects conducted 

• Fostering a sense of care for others 
 
 
During 2023 students will be involved in a range of learning 
activities to develop: 
 

• Their understanding of Service / Community / 
Volunteering / Community Organisations  

• Students researching, acting, or providing a service 
within our community around an issue that they are 
passionate about and would like to see change. This will 
involve service opportunities within the community if circumstances allow. 

• Engagement with outside local, national, or international agencies to run workshops with students, 
either face-to-face or via video conferencing software on topics related to service, communities, 
volunteering, poverty and displacement, leadership, and many other topics. 

• Educational days around issue within our community such as poverty, disparity, and displacement. 

• Understanding of mental health organisations and personal wellbeing in service opportunities. 

• Opportunities for reflection and de-briefing after events undertaken. 

• Personalised learning opportunities where students can design their own experience. 
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Co-ordinator – Ms Judy Poynter

 

 
At Scotch Oakburn, we place significant emphasis on assisting students to 
plan for their future pathways.  In Year 10, this support includes: 

• One-on-one meetings, which result in a documented Pathway 
Plan for each student 

• The ‘Students@Work’ work experience program, and  

• Preparing for beyond Year 10, including TCE subject selection, 
School-Based Apprenticeships, and Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) programs. 

 
The Futures Centre staff meet with each of the Year 10 students during the 
year to assist them in developing their Personal Pathway Plan.  
 
The goals of the ‘Students@Work’ program are: 

• To enable students to clarify their employment and vocational 
goals, and  

• To give students first-hand information about, and experience in, what it means to work, which 
includes understanding the work processes of an organisation and a work environment. 
 

In some instances, this will be a ‘work sampling’ placement, where students select placements according to 
their future aspirations and have the opportunity to actively experience these careers through performing 

tasks in a workplace.  Other students may undertake a ‘work shadowing’ 
placement that will give them access to occupational areas that may not 
be suited to work sampling, e.g. law, the health professions.  Instead of 
performing the tasks required of these occupations, the student is given 
the opportunity to observe and to learn about people in that work 
environment; examining the role that they perform. Students are covered 
by a work experience insurance policy held by Scotch Oakburn College for 
the entire “Students@Work” period.   
 
During the Year 9 Career Education Program in Term Four, all students 
undertake personality assessments and engage in career research.  This 
aims to inform students’ selection of occupations to investigate during the 
“Students@Work” program in Year 10.  
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Director of Education Outdoors – Mr James Adams 

 

 
The Year 9 Education Outdoors ‘Aurora – Journey Based Program’ offers students a chance to grow in their 
independent expedition planning and preparation skills. The students will lead decision making processes, 
manage their food for the week and take on leadership roles in the bushwalking group. These bushwalking 
trips will take place in a variety of locations depending on weather and campsite availability.  
 
Students will have an opportunity to nominate the difficulty level of the bushwalking challenge that they 
undertake. 

 
In Term 3, all Year 9 students will be undertaking field trips to study the properties of Agriculture, Water, 
Recycling. Two days will be spent at the Valley Campus, Fingal Valley, whilst visiting a neighbouring property 
to learn sustainable agriculture and exploring the science and technologies that are interwoven into 
successful modern farming practices, and two separate day trips, one to the Northern Beaches of Tasmania 
to study and observe marine debris and the other to caves of Mole Creek to explore the watering systems 
above and below ground. 
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The Year 10 ‘Pinnacle’ 5-day experience allows all Year 10 students the opportunity to select and be actively 
involved in all aspects of their expedition. The compulsory ‘Pinnacle’ Program offers students a chance to 
grow in their independent expedition planning and preparation skills. The students will lead decision making 
processes, manage their own catering and take on leadership roles in their activity group. These activities 
will prepare students well for facilitating their own independent expeditions similar in nature to those 
required for the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Adventurous Journey. 
  
Semester 1:  May 2023 
Semester 2:  November 2023 
 
Students need to consider potential commitments when choosing which semester suits best (eg sport, 
exchange, work experience, productions). 
 
Activity Options 
 
Students and their families have the opportunity to choose one of the following expedition options. 
  
Expeditions to consider (locations subject to change): 
 

• Sea Kayaking – Freycinet National Park/Central Lakes  

• Bushwalking – Maria Island 

• Kayaking: Remote River Journey – Mersey River/Huon River/Arthur River 

• Rock Climbing – Freycinet National Park 

• Bushcraft Survival Camp – St Mary’s 

• Mountain Bike Riding – Derby 

• Caving – Mole Creek 

• Overland Track – Cradle Mountain/Lake St Clair National Park (6-day expedition) 

 
Year 10 students will undertake a leadership and peer support training program and will be assistant group 
leaders on a variety of Education Outdoors programs.  This will be an opportunity for Year 10 students to 
further develop leadership skills and refine other areas of personal growth and embed their own personal 
outdoor skills and knowledge. This program is an excellent opportunity for those students who are interested 
in future leadership roles in the community and gives them an opportunity to pay forward the goodwill they 
were shown by Year 10 leaders who worked with them on previous programs. 
 
If you would like to volunteer to be a Year 10 Leader in 2023, please indicate this on the subject selection 
survey. Additional information will be forwarded to those who have expressed interest in this program. 
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